
This package conta ins a list of resources t h a t provide addit ional language

learn ing ass is tance for t hose  in te res ted  in se l f -s tudy to  fu r ther improve 

the i r  language skills.
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The Language a n d Commun ica t i ons Tra in ing Uni t (LCTU) p ro mo te s t h e core value of

mul t i l i ngual ism a n d  del ivers o n  t h e  Genera l  Assembly reques t  of  t h e  Secretary-

Genera l  to  con t i nue  del ivery of  l inguist ic t ra in ing adapted to  t h e  Uni ted Nat ions  

(Resolut ion 73/346,  para.79). To do so , t h e LCTU of fers language learn ing a n d

c ommun i c a t i on advisory services in  t h e  s ix  o f i c i a l  languages for  s taf f  m e m b e r s  a t  

UN Headquar ters  in  New York a n d  also in  t h e Global Secretariat.

Introduction

As par t of ou r c o m m i t m e n t to equal language learn ing oppor tun i t ies , th is package

serves as a star t ing po in t  to  exp lore  a  variety of  authent ic  language resources  (on l ine,  

audio,  video, wr i t ten, etc.)  i n tended for learn ing exper iences a n d mater ia ls des igned

for t h e six o f i c i a l  languages of t h e Uni ted Nat ions.
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More information

Language LearningProgrammesacrossthe UN

Language managers , instructors, and potent ia l learners should refer to the websi te

Language Learning at the United Nations.

The LCTU is committed to researching and compiling language learning

resources on a regular basis. However, please note that the United Nations 

does not endorse any of the products, websites or any other reference materials
presented in this package.

!
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The resourcescontainedinthis packageare targetedto:

How to Use the Package

Learning managers or learning focal points w h o would like to k n o w mo r e

abou t  language learn ing resources for t h e six o f i c i a l languages.

Language learning special ists such as language instructors, teachers, 

tutors and language learning institutional partners . The learn ing

resources referenced he re  m a y  complete  o r  coinc ide wi th  your  o w n  

preferred sources  a n d  will be  updated regularly. Any feedback is therefore

great ly appreciated.

Language enthusiasts and learners of any of the UN o f i c i a l languages

w h o live t h e  value of  mul t i l i ngual ism a n d  w ish  to  ma in ta in  a n d  improve 

the i r  language ski l ls o n a se l f -s tudy basis .
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Please n o t e t h a t m o r e language-re la ted in f o rmat ion is available at:

Language Learn ing P ro g rammes ac ross t h e Uni ted Nat ions

Language a n d Commun ica t i ons Tra in ing Uni t a t UNHQ

Please do not hesitate to contact the LCTU for further information: 

DOS-CDOTS-training@un.org

Contact Us

Back to Contents
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FiveApplications for General Language Learning

General LanguageLearning

Duolingo

Website : h t tp : / /www.duo l i ngo .com

Language Learning App Cost: Free

Available Language(s) : Arabic, Chinese, Engl ish , French , Russ ian, a n d Span ish

This  app  a ims  at  improving language ski l ls in  general .  The  mater ia l  is b ro k en  in to  

smal l  un i ts , a n d learners can tes t the i r knowledge af ter each lesson. Lessons

inc lude speak ing,  l i s ten ing,  t rans la t ion,  a n d  mul t ip le -cho ice activities. Addit ional 

resources  inc lude games  a n d o the r fun activities for revis ing the materia l .
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Busuu

Website : h t tp : / /www.busuu .co m

Language Learning App Cost: 

• Basic vers ion is f ree

• P remi um vers ion available for a fee

Available Language(s) : Arabic, Chinese, Engl ish , French , Russ ian, a n d Span ish

The basic vers ion of Busuu al lows learners to create f lashcards for s tudying a n d

revis ing vocabulary. The  p r e m i u m  vers ion is se t  u p  as  a  course  a n d  inc ludes 

m o r e  features  t h a t  he lp  learners  bui ld g r a m m a r  un i ts ,  a  vocabulary t ra iner ,  a n d  

conversat ions  wi th  nat ive speakers . The course mater ia l is also available for

o f l i n e learn ing.
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Voxy

Website : h t tp : / /www.voxy.com

Language Learning App Cost: Fees m a y vary

Available Language(s) : Engl ish

Voxy o f fers  personal ized c on t en t  based  o n  t h e  l earner ’s  needs .  The  curr icu lum 

automat ical ly adapts to t h e l earner ’s progress . A n e w feature is t h a t Voxy of fers

d is tance learn ing, a n d private a n d group c lasses by cert i f ied teachers can be

requested. Speakers.  The course mater ia l is also available for o f l i n e learn ing.
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Babbel

Website : h t tp : / /www.babbe l . com

Language Learning App Cost: 

• First l esson is f ree

• Fees for access ing t h e whole course apply

Available Language(s) : Eng l ish , French , Russ ian, a n d Span ish

Focus ing o n speak ing ski l ls, Babbel o f fers conversat ion lessons wi th interact ive

dialogues. Review s es s i o ns re in force th e c on t en t a n d help learners to r e m e m b e r

ph ras es tha t can be used in authent ic s i tuat ions.
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Fluentu

Website : h t tp : / /www. f l uen tu .co m

Language Learning App Cost:

• $10 /month  f o r  the  bas i c  ve rs ion

• $20 /month  f o r  the  p lus  ve rs ion

Available Language(s) : Chinese, Engl ish , French , Russ ian, a n d Span ish

This app focuses o n learn ing words in con tex t a n d of fers a large variety of authent ic

video mater ia l  fo r  learners .  Me mbe rs  w h o  subscr ibe to  t h e  plus vers ion also have 

access  to  quizzes a n d f lashcards .
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2 Applicationsfor Vocabulary Learning

Vocabulary Learning

Memrise

Website : h t t p : / / ww w .me mr i s e . co m

Language Learning App Cost: Free; Pro vers ion f rom $ 4 . 9 0 / m o n t h

Available Language(s) : Arabic, Chinese, Engl ish, French , Russ ian, a n d  Span ish

This l anguage l earn ing too l  al lows learners to  s ign u p  f o r beg inners or  advanced

courses  on l ine. I ts  f ocus is o n  bui ld ing u p  vocabulary t h r o u g h f un exerc ises a n d

activities t h a t  are based o n  recen t bra in research.

Back to Contents
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Quizlet

Website : h t tp : / /www.qu i z le t .com

Language Learning App Cost: Free

Available Language(s) : Eng l ish , French , a n d Span ish

Creating f lashcards in th is on l ine learn ing too l he lp learners to re ta in vocabulary,

a n d they  can  pract ice t h e  words  t h rough  ga mes  a n d  various o th e r  activities. 

F lashcards  can  also be s ha red wi th o th e r learners .
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3 Applications for Finding SpeakingPartners

Speaking Partners

Tandem

Website : h t t ps : / /www. tandem.ne t

Language Learning App Cost: Free

Available Language(s) : Arabic, Chinese, Engl ish , French , Russ ian, a n d Span ish

Learners f i nd a n onl ine t a n d e m par tne r for prac t ic ing l i s ten ing a n d speak ing

ski l ls, a n d  improving pronunc ia t ion. They can also f i nd a n onl ine tu tor t h rough

t h e app.

Back to Contents
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HelloTalk

Website : h t tps : / /www.he l l o ta lk .com

Language Learning App Cost: Free

Available Language(s) : Arabic, Chinese, Engl ish , French , Russ ian, a n d Span ish

This app al lows learners to f i nd a conversat ion par tner to pract ice the i r Engl ish. The

f ocus is o n th e c ha t func t ion, wh ich al lows for giving a n d receiving correct ive

feedback.

Back to Contents
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Verbling

Website : h t tps : / /www.verb l ing .com

Language Learning App Cost: Individual l esson prices m a y vary

Available Language(s) : Arabic, Chinese, Engl ish ,  F rench , Russ ian,  a n d

Span ish Find an  onl ine t eacher w h o tai lors c lasses specif ical ly f or each

l earner t h r o u g h th is websi te.

Tutors f o r conversat ion are also available. Each t eacher a n d  tu tor  h a s  the i r

ski l ls a n d  avai labi l i ty l isted on l ine, wi th m a n y o f fer ing f ree tr ials.

S tuden t reviews are a lso available.
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Available for Android and iOS platforms

The UN Audio Channels is a f ree app t h a t al lows you to h e a r live UN meet ings in New York,

as  wel l as UN Radio c on t en t f r om anywhere in t h e wor ld – i nc lud ing in f o rmat ion

p r o g r a m m e s ,  n e w s bul let ins, feature s tor ies a n d interviews in t h e six UN o f i c i a l languages.

UN Audio Channels

Lis ten to t he  la tes t  news  bul let ins  and  f ea t u r es  s tor ies ,  daily radio p r og r ams ,  in terv iews,  daily 

p r es s  br ief ings and  live coverage of m a n y  UN Genera l  Assembly and Secur i ty Council  meet ings .
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Here are more UN applications withauthentic languageresourceswithout 

charge:

Other UN Applications

UN News Reader

Available for Android and iOS platforms

The UN News Reader app c onn ec t s you directly wi th t h e latest UN n e w s feeds, in all

s ix UN o f i c i a l  languages.  In  addi t ion,  t h e  app  o f fers  c ompac t  i n f o rmat ion  abou t  t h e  

UN t h rough  l inks to t h e UN ma i n web si te, Events Calendar, Calendar of

Observances, Basic Facts abou t  t h e  Uni ted Nat ions  (Engl ish  vers ion only),  UN 

Mul t imedia,  UN Radio, Twi t ter,  Facebook a n d Weibo.
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UN HumanRights

Available for Android and iOS platforms

• Know your r ights : th is will m a k e you bet ter equ ipped to claim your r ights

wh e the r  civil a n d political o r social a n d economic n o ma t t e r wh e re in t h e

wor ld you are

• Get t h e  latest  h u m a n  r ights  updates :  th is  will m a k e  you aware of  h u m a n

r ights  violat ions tak ing place a ro und t h e wor ld a n d t h e in just ices t h a t s o m e

popula t ions face in the i r daily lives

• Share updates o n social media : th is will al low your f r iends to like a n d

c o m m e n t o n  videos, s tor ies a n d n e w s

• Support  a  wo r t hy  cause: ma k e  a  dona t i on  in  suppor t  of  vic t ims of  tor ture,  to

c omba t  d isc r iminat ion (racial o r aga ins t w o m e n , mi g ran t s a n d LGBTI); to

ens u re t h a t h u m a n  r ights  defenders  are  safe a n d  secure;  o r  to  repor t  o n

h u m a n  r ights  violat ions, b r i ng  perpet ra tors to justice a n d provide vic t ims

wi th protec t ion a n d reparat ions .
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United Nations Visitor Centre

Available for Android and iOS platforms

Th e Uni ted Nat ions Visi tor Centre – NY appl icat ion is p resen ted to you by t h e  

UN Depar tmen t of Public In f ormat ion - UN Visi tor Services. I t  o f fers visi tors a n  

exci t ing oppor tun i ty to  discover a n d  get  to  k n o w m o r e abou t  s o m e ar tworks a n d

gif ts at  t h e UN Headquar ters i n  New York.

Th is App is a n  addi t ion to  t h e  guided t ou r  p r o g r a m m e a n d  covers over 6 5  works of

a r t a n d  arch i tectura l e lements i n  t h e  Plaza, Visitors´ Lobby  a n d  Visitor  Centre of 

t h e  GA bui lding.
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UNdata

Available for Android and iOS platforms

UNdata app  is produced by t h e  Uni ted Nat ions a n d  gives users por tab le access to

a  compi la t ion of key stat is t ical ind icators o rgan ised in to 4  sec t ions ; genera l 

in format ion, economic i nd icators, socia l i nd icators , env i ronmenta l a n d

in f ras t ruc ture i nd icators f o r 30 geographical reg ions a n d  over 2 0 0  count r ies a n d

areas of  t h e  world.
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Disclaimer

DISCLAIMER

Thispackage hasbeen compiled for informational purposesonly and  

does not constitute an endorsement of any of the products described.

As with all online services and products, safe practices are advised.

!
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Have a comment?

Please con tac t us at d o s -c do t s - t r a i n i n g @u n . o rg to let us k n o w abou t any poss ib le typos ,

m i s s i ng in format ion, a n d to add rec o mme nda t i ons to th e l ist of resources . T h a n k you.

Your Suggestions
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Thank You

Thank you for usingthispackage.

We hope you enjoy the resources and find them

useful.
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